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ABSTRACT 



Indigenous languages are under siege, not only in the United 
States but also around the world, in danger of disappearing because they are 
not being transmitted to the next generation. Immigrants and their languages 
worldwide are similarly subject to seemingly irresistible social, political, 
and economic pressures. Yet, at a time when phrases such as "endangered 
languages" and "linguicism" are invoked to describe the plight of the world's 
vanishing linguistic resources in their encounter with the phenomenal growth 
of world languages such as English, there is also consistent and compelling 
evidence that language policy and language education serve as vehicles for 
promoting the vitality, versatility, and stability of these languages, and 
ultimately of the rights of their speakers to participate in the global 
community on and in their own terms. (Contains 53 references.) (Author) 
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Language Policy, Education, and Rights 



Language Policy, Language Education, 
and Language Rights: 
Indigenous, Immigrant, and 
International Perspectives 1 



University of Pennsylvania 
Plenary talk presented at the Annual Conference of the 
American Association for Applied Linguistics 
Orlando , Florida 
8 March 1997 



Indigenous languages are under siege, not only in the United States 
but around the world, in danger of disappearing because they are not 
being transmitted to the next generation. Immigrants and their languages 
worldwide are similarly subjected to seemingly irresistible social, politi- 
cal, and economic pressures. Yet, at a time when phrases like "endangered 
languages" and "linguicism" are invoked to describe the plight of the 
world's vanishing linguistic resources in their encounter with the phe- 
nomenal growth of world languages such as English, there is also consis- 
tent and compelling evidence that language policy and language educa- 
tion serve as vehicles for promoting the vitality, versatility and stability of 
these languages, and ultimately of the rights of their speakers to partici- 
pate in the global community on, and in, their own terms. 



Language Policy, Language Education, and Language 
Rights:Indigenous, Immigrant, and International Perspectives 

J ust over a month ago, I had the privilege of observing and partici- 
pating for two weeks in an indigenous teacher education course in 
the Amazonian rainforest of Brazil. This course, sponsored by the 
Comissao Pro-Indio do Acre (CPI), and held every summer (i.e. Janu- 
ary-March) since 1983, was attended this year by some 25 professores indios 



1 A slightly revised version of this paper, but with the same title, has been accepted for publi- 
cs tion in Language in Society , 27 (4), December 1998. 
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